‘Beyond Growth ’Conference 2023

Post-Conference Declaration

Brussels, 17th May 2023

At the close of the Beyond Growth Conference 2023, we the participants are united in the view
that:

The relentless pursuit of GDP growth has created a global economic system that is fragile,
vulnerable to shocks, and which both fails to deliver human well-being and is ecologically
unsustainable. It is urgent and imperative that this system change.

We therefore call upon the European Commission, the European Parliament and the Member
States to commit to:

1. Replacing GDP growth with human well-being and ecological sustainability as the
overarching objectives of all EU policy-making and external action;

2. Redefining the purpose of our economic system as being to deliver human well-being and
ecological sustainability;

3. Harnessing the available expertise to develop and adopt alternative indicators to GDP that
track progress towards the objectives of human well-being and ecological sustainability, and
using macroeconomic modelling to ensure respect for planetary boundaries and the
improvement of social well-being.

4. Aligning all EU policy-making and external action with the scientific fact that infinite growth
on a finite planet is impossible;

5. Pluralising EU economic thinking and beginning work towards a "post-growth" world that
embraces sufficiency, equality and economic democracy;

6. Developing a new strategy, building on the groundwork of the EU Green Deal, to set the
pathway to a "post-growth" world in which our economy and society thrive whilst operating
within the established planetary limits.

7. Using its influence on the global stage to help end patterns of economic colonialism and
create space for new economic models that achieve human well-being and ecological
sustainability worldwide.

Signed by:

1. Frances Lawson (France; lawyer)

2. Anya Al-Salem (The Netherlands)

3. Anke Beutel (Germany; Garment Technician, MA International Relations)
4. Linda Luciani (Denmark)
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